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on terms of friendship, although that may not have been
embodied in a formal treaty or alliance, and all signs of
hostility between Great Britain and France have disappeared
Great Britain and Russia are gradually coming to a better
understanding on all points on which differences are likely
to Srise. The internal conditions of Russia make it very
difficult for any self-respecting Power to co-operate heartily
with her for any object. While these internal conditions
can be improved to any great extent only by the people
themselves, the opinions of such a representative assembly
as an International Parliament would be certain to have
great effect. Moreover, the influence of other nations is
likely to have more effect on the internal politics of Russia
when they are bound to her by friendly ties than when they
keep apart in distrustful isolation.

The late Prime Minister of Great Britain, Sir Henry
Campbell-Bannerman, was strongly of opinion that it was
the special duty of this country to lead the way in the
direction of peace, and that opinion is shared by the present
Minister for Foreign Affairs, Sir Edward Grey. The latter
has more than once recently pointed out that the burden of
armaments becomes steadily greater and bears more and
more heavily on the industry and resources of the nations.
He, however, felt that one nation cannot move without the
help of the others, and that this is particularly true of Great
Britain and her expenditure on her navy. Our fleet, he
said, is a defensive force and therefore an essential force, and
" should it ever fall to such a point that it is unable to cope
with any probable combination brought against it, it will
not be merely our prosperity that is at stake, but our very
independence and integrity." He said that the necessity for
maintaining our armaments was realised by the Government,
and that they realised also that "our naval expenditure in
particular must remain dependent on the naval expenditure
of other countries." He referred to the important naval
programme on which the German Government were pre-
paring to embark, and he plainly indicated that while the